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populations actually undergo an ‘adapt-
ive suicide’. A degrading environment
can obstruct the evolutionary path of a
dispersal trait towards more viable res-
cue states. From within such an ‘adaptive
trap’, gradual evolution of dispersal can
no longer prevent population extinction.

In this workshop, the recent rise of
adaptive dynamics theory was very appar-
ent, with many speakers using this tool to
explore different aspects of dispersal evo-
lution. In the real world, however, detailed
knowledge about dispersal in many organ-
isms remains scarce. Some contributions
suggested that new techniques, such as
those from molecular biology, might help
to overcome this shortage. It will remain
a challenge to integrate the various ap-
proaches presented, so that more theo-
retical predictions can be tested in the
field. A forthcoming symposium* in France
will provide the next opportunity to see
how close we are to finding a unifying ap-
proach in the study of dispersal.
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